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PRO v. XIV. 34. 


- Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation: but 
Sin is a reproach to any People. 


NV one that giveth himſelf leave 
ll do reflect upon Religion in all the 
Parts of it, cannot ſufficiently 

5 admire its Excellency, not only 
iin declaring to us the Nature and 
Conditions of our Happineſs in 
9 | the other World; but alſo in 
laying down the propereſt Rules and Inſtructions 
for our Conduct and Behaviour in this. Such is 
the Nature of Religion, that it conſidereth us as. 
Men, and in Society, and therefore it preſcribeth- 
to us, not only as we are Rational, but as we are 
Sociable Creatures: It will not ſuffer us to be ſo 
felfiſh as to think only of our ſelves, and to pro- 
vide only for our own Comfort; but it alſo layeth 
us under very ſtrict Obligations, to have regard to 


the Intereſt of Mankind; and in our ſeveral Sta- 
| | B. tions; 
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tions, to do what we can, for the Honour and Ad- 
vancement of that Society of which we are Mem- 
bers. nb; ? * 
Olf all the Methods and Contrivances that have 
been thought of to carry on this great and good 
End, there is none ſo certain as that which tlie 
Wiſe Man propoſeth in the Words now read to you. 
He was a very extraordinary and powerful Prince, 
and is remarkable for his Wiſdom in the Manage- 
ment of his weighty Affairs. He lived to have 
great Experience in Government, and no doubt, 
had thoroughly conſidered the ſeveral Schemes of 
Policy, that either were the Reſult of his .own 
Thoughts, or propoſed to him by thoſe who were 
ambitious of his Favour and Approbation: But 
after all, he was ſo far from placing his Dependance 
only upon Human Policy, that he maketh Religion 
the ſureſt Baſis and Foundation of Publick Happi- 
neſs ; and declareth in the ſhort Aphoriſm of the 
Text, that Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, and 
that Sin is a Reproach to any People. | 
In the Proſecution of my Deſign, I ſhall take 
occaſion to offer ſomething in Confirmation of the 
Truth of the Wiſe Man's Obſervation, by apply- 
ing my ſelf to prove, That having a ſerious and 
earneſt Regard to Righteouſneſs or Religion, is the 
ſureſt way f promoting the Publick Welfare. and 
Happineſs : As on the contrary, That the Sinfulneſs 
7 a Nation will be a certain Cauſe of Scandal and 
Reproach to it. And if fo, it muſt be allowed to 
be for the Honour and Intereſt of all publick Com- 
munities to encourage the one, and baniſh the other. 


The Truth of this Doctrine or Poſition will ap- 


wear, 2 "Firlt, 
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Firſt, From the Conſideration that Righteouſ- 
neſs, or Religion will recommend a People to tlie 
Favour of Heaven, and bring them under the par- 
ticular. Care and Providence of God, who both 
can, and he has aſſured us that he will, preſerve 
and protect, righteous and religious Kings and 
States profeſſing his holy and eternal Truth. The. 
Aſſurance of a religious People's being thus happy, 
may be gathered from ſeveral Places of Scripture, 
which cvidently declare thus much to us; and alſo- 
on the other Hand, fet before us the ſad and cer- 
tain Calamities that await a ſinful and diſſolute Na- 
tion. Thus both St. Peter and the Pſalmiſt agree 
in aſſerting and propoſing to every ones Notice, 
that the Eyes of the Lord are over the Righteous, 1 bet. 3. 
and his Ears open unto their Prayers or Cry ; but **: 
that the Face of the Lord is againſt them that do pf. 34. 15— 
evil, even ſo much, as to cut off the Remembrance 6 
them from the Earth. If theſe Obſervations hold 
true with reſpect to private Perſons, they are much 
more ſo with regard to publick Communities. For 
as the Almighty delighteth in united Homage from 
his Creatures; he receiveth greater Honour ly 
their joint Devotions, and conſequently will be 
more propitious where Numbers unite, in profeſ- 
ſing and practiſing his Holy Religion. That God 
exerciſeth his Providence in the World; that he 
ruleth, governeth, and diſpoſeth of all Things, as 
he pleaſeth, is a Truth denied by no ſerious, ſober- 
thinking Perſon, but admitted by all, except ſome 
few, who out of compliment to their Luſts and 
unruly Affections, ſhew little Regard either to Rea- 
ſon or Revelation. And if the Doctrine of Provi- 


denze 
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dence is true, and that is to be eſteemed the Rea- 
fon and Foundation of our Religious Obſervances, 
as it moſt certainly is; it is very eaſy and natural 
to conclude, that People happy that are in ſuch a 
Caſe as to have the Lord for their God. | 
If we reflect upon the Excellency of that Being 
upon whom we are taught to place our Dependance, 
and from whom alone we are to expect all the 
Comforts and Happineſs of Life ; we ſhall have 
but the greater Reaſon to conclude in favour of a 
Righteous Nation, He is infinitely Wiſe, Powerful, 
and Good, and knoweth the Nature and ſecret 
Springs of all Things, he can therefore beſt deter- 
mine what is for our Advantage: And as he hath Wiſ⸗ 
dom to chuſe, and Power to execute whatever 
pleaſeth him; ſo is he ever favourable in his In- 
clinations to his Creatures, and requireth nothing 
but our Obedience to entitle us to his Protection, 
and the Liberty by Prayer and Supplication of let- 
ting or Requeſts be made known unto him. 

If we look farther into the Book of Pſalms 
(many of which were penned by a great King, who 
was a Man after God's own Heart ) we cannot but 
obſcrve in what elegant and affecting Strains he 
acknowledgeth his Dependance upon the Almighty, 
and that the Happineſs and Proſperity of a People 
is owing to their Regard to Virtue or Religion. 
He in his own Life had experienced the Truth of 
this, and therefore had the greater Reaſon to pro- 
nounce that Nation bleſſe4 whoſe God is the Lord.: 


PLL 33. and the People be bath choſen for his own Inheri- 


tance, Let us but caſt our Eye upon Pſalm 33, we 
ſhall find the Argument I am upon very finely * 


Au A Mee- Hermon. 
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After praiſing God for his Goodneſs and Power, 


and laying that down as the Reaſon why 2/ the Plal. 33. 


Earth ſhould fear the Lord; the Pſalmiſt cometh to 8. 


ſpeak of his Providence, and in ſuch a manner, as 
evidently to diſcover how much that may be ſeen 
in the Government of publick Communities; and 
that therefore they ought to truſt in him, to hope 
in his Mercy, and to fear him, that his Eye may 


be upon them. The Lord looketh from Heaven ev. 13, 14 


he beholdeth all the Sons of Men. From the place 
of his Habitation, he looketh upon all the Inhabitants 
F the Earth. How fond ſoever we Mortals may 


be of our own Strength and Policy; yet there is , 


no King ſaved by the Multitude of an Hoft : nor a 
enighty Man delivered by much Strength. And to 
ſhew how little Reaſon we have to pride our ſelves 


16. 


in our own Wiſdom, the Lord can bring our Chun v. 10. 


cils to nought, and make the Devices of the People 


of none effeF : Therefore we ought to let our Souls v. 29; 


wait for the Lord, to place our chief Dependance 


upon him, who alone can "Ow us from Death, v. 19. 


and keep us alive in Famine. | I need not go about 
to ſhew, how applicable this is to the Matter 
now under Conſideration ; the Argument in the 
Language of the Pſalmi/t lieth fo plain, that. it 
cannot eſcape any one's Notice, how tully it con- 
cludeth for the Neceſlity and Advantages of Na- 

tional Righteouſneſs. | 
To this let me add, what may be obſervd from 
the Hiſtory of Solomon the Wiſe King, from whom 
we have the Concluſion of the Text, that Kigh- 
teouſneſs will exalt, and Sin be 2 Reproach to any 
People. He entred upon his Government with 
B part1- 


4 „ 
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2 Kin. 9. 4. 


particular Marks of the Divine Favour; and as he 
had asked, ſo was he bleſſed with a greater Share 
of Wiſdom to manage it than any King before 
him. His Power and Grandeur were anſwerable 
to his Ability, and the Character given of him, 
that there was no King like unto him. In the Be- 
ginning of his peaceable Reign, he ſhewed a pious 
Concern for the Honour of God, and the Intereſt 
of Religion, in Erecting the Temple, a Houſe for 
the Lord to fix his Name there. His Genero- 
ſity appeared in the Nobleneſs and Magnifi- 
cence of that Structure, and his Piety in the 
ſolemn Dedication of it to the holy Uſes for 
which it was deſigned. But after all, he was 
early taught, not to place his Confidence and 
Aſſurance of a ſucceſsful Reign in the Power 
and Policy he was Maſter of; but that the 
Proſperity of him, and his People, depended 
upon the Integrity and Uprightneſs of his Heart, 
in doing all that the Lord commanded, and 
keeping his Statutes and Judgments, in walking 
before the Lord as David his Fatber had done, 
in Truth and Righteouſneſs. This, this was to 
be the ſure Foundation of his and his Peoples 
Happineſs: Bur if he ſhould ar all turn from 


following the Lord, and would not obſerve the 


Statutes and Commandments that had been ſet 
before him; then Iſrael was to be cnt off out 
of the Land which had been given them; and 
the very Houſe which had been built with fo 
much Art and Magnificence, and fo ſolemnly de- 
dicated, ſhould be nothing regarded ; but they 
ſhould become 4 Proverb and a By-word among 


all 


— — — 
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all People. And to ſhew that this was a Na- 
tional Concern, and not purely Perſonal to the 
King; it may be obſerv'd, that when it ſhould 
be asked, Why hath the Lord done thus unro 
this Land, and this Houſe ? the Reaſon given 
is, becauſe they forſook the Lord their God? 28 
may be ſeen more at large, 1 Kings 9. Where 
we may fee, that the People were to be invol- 
ved in the Puniſhment threatned to a Diſregard 
to Religion. Whence it may properly be in- 
ferrd, that the way to be a Happy, is to be a 
Righteous People. Hence we may alſo learn to 
place very little Dependance upon the Wealth 
and Power of a Nation, or the Policy of its 
Governors; unleſs the' Intereſt of true Religion 
is ſeriouſly regarded, and the Honour of God 
promoted; not only in Erecting publick Edifices 
for his Service, but alſo in ſeeing that the pi- 
ous End of ſuch Foundations is duly anſwered. 
From what has been already urged, -it very 
plainly appeareth, how much the publick Wel- 
fare dependeth upon publick Righteouſneſs : But 
the more fully to ſhew the Certainty of Re- 
proach to a ſinful Nation, it may be farther 
obſerved, that we are aſſured that he face pg. is. 
the Lord is againſt them that do evil; and that 
be maketh a fruitful Land barren , for the Wick ba. 109. 
edneſ of them that dwell therein. Which plain-** 
ly ſheweth, that God will puniſh the Wicked- 
neſs of publick Communities, as well as of par- 
ticular Perſons. And indeed it is very reaſonable 
that it ſhould be fo, ſince the Almighty receiveth 


greater Diſhonour when Immorality ſpreadeth it 
B 2 ſelf 
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ſelf through a Nation; it is then an open Pro- 

feſſion of Contempt, and a Declaration of War 

againſt Heaven. To give this Argument its full | 

Weight, I need only refer you to the Prophet 

Jer. 5. 29. Jeremiah, where ſpeaking of the Impiety and 

Perverſeneſs of the Fews, and mentioning. ſe- 

veral of their Offences; the Lord threatneth 

to vit them for theſe things, and to avenge his 

Soul on ſuch a Nation. Upon the Account of 

their Wickedneſs, they were denied the Blef- 

v.26, ſings of Providence; their Iniquities had turn- 

ed away theſe things, and their Sins with-holden 

gvod things from them. They were to be viſi- 

— ted with Sword and Famine; thoſe Evils were 

to come upon them for their Contempt of God, 
and their great Corruptions. 

That God was juſt to his Promiſes and Threat- 
nings, and did thus deal with the Children of 
Iſrael, is very evident by innumerable Inſtances 
in the Account we have. of them. Whilſt the 
continued obedient to the Lord, kept his Sta- 
tutes, and obſerved his Laws, they were re- 
markably happy, bleſſed with Succeſs againſt 
their formidable Enemies. They, though once 
bur few in. Number, and the leaſt of all People, 
were, by the Favour of Heaven, enabled to 
drive out whole Nations betore them, and to 
plant themſelves in. a Land flowing with Milk. 
and Honey: But when they forgot God, who had 
done ſo great things for them; became looſe in 
their Manners, and went 4 whoring after their 
own Inventions; then were they given up into 
their Enemies Hands, and they that hated them 
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were Lords over them. The Bible affordeth us 
abundant Inſtances both of God's pardoning and 
puniſhing of them; from whence we cannot but 
obſerve, that their Happineſs was aſſured to them; 
only upon the Terms of their dutiful Submiſſion to, 
and that Shame and Confuſion ever attended their 
Neglect of, the Commands of God. And to ſhew 
that this Method was not peculiar to the Children 
of Iſrael, but that the Wickedneſs of any Nation 
will at one time or other be viſited ; it is remark- 
able, that the AH yrians and Babylonians who were 
the Inſtruments of God's Juſtice in puniſhing the 
Perverſeneſs and Diſobedience of his People, tell 
under the Divine Diſpleaſure for their Impiety. 
The Prophet Iſaiah propheſied, what accordingly 


happened to the King of AHria, that the Lord an 19. 
' would prniſh his ſtout beart, and the glory of his © 
high looks, and flir up a Scourge for him. Feremiahv. as. 


allo pronounced againſt the Babylontans, that the 


Lord would puniſh the King of Babylon, and that Jerem. 25. 


Nation for their Iniquity, and make it perpetual. 


Deſolations : They were to be recompenſed according "+ 14: 


to their deeds, and according to the works of their 
own bands. That tlieſe Prophecies were fulfilled, 
a1d the Vengeance accordingly executed, may be 
en by any one that conſulteth the Hiſtory of thoſe 
People: Which if rightly conſidered, muſt bring 


every one to believe, what Nebuchadnezzar was 


taught by woful Experience to acknowledge; that 


the Lord doth according to bis will in the army of Din. 4. 33 


heaven, and among the mbabitants of the earth; 
and that none can ſlay bis hand, or ſay unts him, 
IWhat doft thou? 

When 
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When the Scriptures therefore are ſo expreſs in 
aſſuring us of God's favourable Regard to a righte- 
ous, and ſo poſitive in denouncing the Wrath of 
Heaven againſt a ſinful Nation; when we have ſo 
many Examples to ſupport us in this Perſuaſion: 
We ought to be entirely ſatisfy d with theſe De- 
clarations, and to endeavour to demean our ſelves, 
as that we may bring a Bleſſing, and not a Curſe 
upon the Community of which we are Members. 
We ſhould not take upon us to enter into the 
Diſpenſations of Providence, and promiſe our ſelves 
Security, becauſe Vengeance doth not immediately 
await our Corruptions : But ſatisfy our ſelves that 
it will come, unleſs prevented by our Reforma- 
tion; althougli the Almighty may for wiſe Rea- 
{ons (which it doth not become us too nicely 
to examine into) think fit for ſome time to 


defer it. 


It may perhaps be thought that I have been 
too particular in aſſerting a Truth which is 


generally. allowed ; the very Heathens themſelves 
being in the Belief, that Righteouſneſs will exalt, 


and Sin be a Reproach to any people: But I can- 
not but look upon this as a Point -not to be 
ſlightly handled, when to our Shame it may 
be ſpoken, we have ſo many that are wiſe in 
their own Conceits, ſo opinionated of their great 
Skill in the Art of Government, who look upon 


Religion no otherwiſe than as a politick and 


pretty Device to keep People in Subjection, and 
that ſeem to regard it only as ſuch. But let 
ſuch Abitophels, who fondly think themſelves 
wile enough to govern the World, and have 


the 
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the Support of Religion little at Heart, conſider 
that notwithſtanding all their Foreſight and Po- 
licy, all their Cunning and Contrivances ; the 
Lord can, and we have Inſtances, bleſſed be 
God, that he has brought their Counſels to 
nought, and made their Devices of none efſet. 
From what hath been already faid it plainly 
appeareth, that the Almighty hath, and will 
have, a greater Share in the Government of 
the World, than ſome are willing to allow 
him ; which ſhould teach them to depend more 
upon him, and by encouraging and counte- 
nancing true Religion, recommend themſelves, 
and the People they are concerned for, to the 


Favour of Heaven. 


The Argument I am upon, will receive ſtill 
greater Confirmation, if we give our ſelves 
leave but to conſider ; 


Secondly, How much Religion provideth for 
the Happineſs of Mankind, in what it prefcri- 
beth to, and requireth of thoſe that govern, as 
well as thoſe that are governed. Such is the 
Nature of its Injunctions that it maketh Go- 
vernment eaſy to both, and rhe ſtricter Regard 
that is had to them, the more will the com- 


mon Good be advanced. As on the other 


Hand, when its Rules are neglected by either 
the one or the other, the Community 1s ſure 
to ſuffer by it ; as might be made appear from 
the Hiſtories of ſeveral Nations, was it not 


needleſs. to enlarge upon what is confirmed by 
the 
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the common Experience of all the Chriſtian 


World. Let us however enquire a little, how 
it is that Religion promoteth the Good of 


Society; and that it will be found to do, by 
laying both Magiſtrates: and People under ſuch 


Obligations, as if duly anſwered, will conduce 


very much to forward the publick Peace and 
Happineſs. | 

And firſt, Such -as are in Authority, are taught 
in what manner they ought to rule thole they are 
ſet over. They are, 'tis true, very highly exalted, 
and juſtly command the Reverence and Reſpect of 
all below them; but then they are to conſider, 
that they are to govern Rational Creatures, of the 
ſame Species with themſelves, and not brute Beaſts 
that have no Underſtanding. They are the Miniſters 
of God, but the End and Deſign of their being 
veſted with ſo great Power, is the Publick Good ; 
which if they neglect, to purſue ambitious Schemes, 
and tyrannize over their People ; he that is 
Higher than the higheſt of them, regardeth what 
they do; and will call them them to an Account 
for the Abuſe. of that Power which was given 
them for the common Benefit, and not the Bur- 
den of Mankind. They are required to be 
faithiul to the Truſt committed to them, not 
to oppreſs or trample upon their Subjects, but 


to rule them with Gentleneſs and Moderation; 


To diſtribute exact and impartial Juſtice ; to ſhew 


pal. , Mercy, and be kind and beneficent to them. 


2, 4. 


Tran, 


0 
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They are % judge the people according unto 


Right, defend the Children of the Poor, and 


puniſh 
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puniſh the wrong doer. They are required, as 


David did, to feed them with a faithful and pſil. 18. 


true Heart, and rule them prudently with all 73: 
their Power, The Meaſures that Excellent King 
took, we may learn from Pſalm for, (which 

is ſuppofed to be penned by him, when he 
firſt entred upon his Government ; ) he was ve- 
ry ſenſible of the great Truſt repoſed in him, 
and of what was required of him ; therefore 
he reſolved, in Diſcharge of his Duty both to 
God and the Publick, to take no wicked thing 
in hand; to hate the Sins of Unfaithfulneſs : 
and therefore he would look upon, that is, on- 
ly favour, ſuch as were faithful in the Land; 
thoſe that lead 2 godly Life were to be his 
Servants. A deceitful Perſon was not to dwell 
in his Houſe, and @ Liar not to tarry in his 
Sight : And by thus regulating his Court, he 
fhould ſoon accompliſh what he had in view, 
and always much at heart, upon which the 
Proſperity of his Reign depended : The deſtroy- 
ing all the Ungodly that were in the Land, and 
the rooting out all wicked Doers from the City 
of the Lord. As Religion calleth upon Angs 
to be nurſing Fathers, and Queens nurſing Mo- 
there: Expreſſions of the moſt endearing Ten- 
derneſs to their People. So likewiſe in Return 


doth it, 


| Secondly, Require of Subjects, and under the 
Penalty of Eternal Damnation, to be obedient 
unto, and ſubmit themſelves to their Prince, 


and all that are put in Authority under him. 
C I ſhall 


\ 
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I ſhall not now take upon me to enlarge upon, 


and ſtate the Nature of that Obedience which 
15 N due to Authority, L where \ hope it . iS ſo 


well underſtood. . taken great Pains 


to carry it to ſuch, a, Height, as to ſacrifice the 
Freedom of Mankind to the arbitrary Will of 
thoſe that are ſet over them. As for us, we 
have a Body of Excellent Laws to determine 
our Obedience; to them indeed are we bound 
paſſively: to ſubmit. The due Execution of our 
Laws, is the great Security of our Religion 
and Liberties; and the pleaſing Proſpect we 
have of having them continued down to our 


lateſt Poſterity, ſhould teach us more truly to 
obſerve the Precepts of our holy Religion; to 
» pet. a. 13. POnour 2 and pray for, the King 45 Supr eme, 


V, 14. 


and decently to ſubmit our ſelves unto. Governors, 
as unto them that are ſent by him for the 
Puniſhment of cuil. doers, and the Praiſe of them 
tbat do well, Was this regarded as it - ought 
to be, it would ſoon filence all the unreaſon- 
able Clamours that have. been raiſed againſt the 
Government; and ſhew the Abſurdity of earneſt- 
ly contending for a ſlaviſh Obedience, by thoſe 
who are ſo far from paying even a legal one. 
This would alſo maniteſt the Hipocriſy and 
Impiety of _ thoſe, who ſhall dare to approach 
the folemn Adminiſtrations of our Church; 


and there ſeemingly devout, join with the Mi- 


niſter and Congregation, in praying for George 
our King, His Royal Highneſs George Prince 
of Wales, the Princeſs, and their Iſſue; when 
their Wiſhes are perhaps another Way; 2 if 

they 


K OH OUS. — 


An Alfi xe. Sermon. 


—— — 6 — n . K — "AY ry >. -- - 


they are not engaged in ſome rebellious Scheme 
to bring about their wretched Purpoſe, yet 
they diſturb the Government by encouraging 


. 


and ſpreading groundleſs Fears and Jealouſies. 
But we have not fo learned Chriſt: Our Duty 
calleth us to much greater Degrees of Sincerity 


and Submiſſion. As we are taught to fear God, 1 Feta. 1. 


ſo likewiſe are we to honour the King; and to 
obey not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſci- 
ence Sate. Which is a Principle, (as hath been 
obſerved by a moſt Reverend Prelate, now with 
God, and will always be found to be true in 
Fat) © firm, conſtant, and laſting, and will 
* hold a Man faſt, when all other Obligations 
« will break; whenas Fear of the Magiſtrate's 
* Power is but a weak and looſe Principle of 
« Obedience, and will ceaſe whenever Men can 
rebel with Safety, and to Advantage. | 
This may ſerve to ſhew, how ſerviceable 
Religion is to Mankind, in promoting the com- 
mon Iutereſt and Welfare of Society, without 
inſiſting ' upon the Influence that it hath, or at 
leaſt ought to have, to make Men Wau 
peaceable, and juſt, and diligent in the Buſi- 
neſs of their ſeveral Vocations: All of which ſo 
manifeſtly tend to the Peace and Proſperity of 
a Nation, that more need not be ſaid to juſti- 
fy the Wiſe Man's Obſervation, that Rig hteouſ- 
neſs exalteth a Nation, but that Sin is a Re- 
proach to any People. It may not be improper 
here to add, that our Happineſs dependeth ve- 
ry much, if not altogether, upon the Senſe we 
have of Religious Obligations. It is the ic 
2 om 
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dom of our Conſtitution to bring both Prince 
and People under them; and as our Rights and 
Liberties are ſecured to us by the Solemnity of 
an Oath, which, Thanks be to God, we have 
the Happineſs to ſee ſtrictly regarded; ſo are 
we bound to bear Faith and true Allegiance to 
oath of His Majeſty King George. I ſhall not take up- 
Allegiance» on me (it not being the Buſineſs of this Place) 
to ſtate the legal Senſe of Allegiance ; there is 
alſo a Religious one, which I have partly above 
explained, which will have a great and good 
Influence upon the Conduct of all thoſe, who 
regard Conſcience as well as Convenience, in 
what rhey ſwear. | 
T ſhall take up no more of your Time, than 
juſt to make a proper Application of what hath 
been ſaid. | 
Doth Righteouſneſs tend ſo much to advance 
the common Intereſt of Society, and to pre- 
ſerve the Peace and Quiet of Mankind; it 
ſhould be the conſtant and earneſt Endeavour 
of all People to promote and encourage it ; 
and by a ſteady and ſtrict Adherence to the 
Rules of Virtue, to ſhew a becoming, though 
uncommon Pitch of Publiek-ſpiritedneſs. Altho 
this generous Temper, which. moſt are willin 
to be eſteemed for, baniſheth all private, ſelf i 
Views and Conſiderations, when they interfere 
with the common Good; yet ſo happy are we 
always in the Purſuit of Religious Meaſures, 
that we not only pleaſe God, and engage his 
Favour to the Publick, but alſo in the beſt 
manner ſerve our ſelves. And what is more, 


it 
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it is in every one's Power to be in this man- 


ner ſerviceable to Mankind; even thoſe whom 


Providence hath placed in ſo low a Condition 
of Life, as to deprive them of other Opportu- 
nities of doing it, may, if they pleaſe, by a 
religious Converſation and Example contribute 
as much to the publick Intereſt and Happi- 
neſs. Tt would be very well, if we would more 
frequently engage in this way of thinking ; it 
might correct the Vehemence of Party Rage, 
and fix the Purſuit of publick Good upon a 
better and more certain Principle, than that of 
Zeal. which is not according to Knowtedpe. 
Again, doth Righteouſneſs conduce ſo much to 
the regular and orderly Government of the World, 
by preſcribing both to Magiſtrates and People, how 
they ought to demean themſelves in their reſpe- 
ctive Stations; it ſhould be the care and earneſt 
Concern of both to countenance and encourage it; 
ſince without it the Reins of Government would 
be let looſe, and Mankind ſoon be brought into a 


fad State of Anarchy and Confuſion. We of this 


Nation are happy in having the beſt eftabliſhed 
Church in the World; a Church which is bþuils 
upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
22 Chrift bimfelf being the chief corner Stone, 
which is as eminent for her great Moderation and 
extenſive Charity, as ſhe is preferable to all others- 
She is ſo far from tying People down by Arbitrary 
Impoſitions, that ſhe requireth nothing to be be- 
lieved as an Article of Faith, but what is contained 


in-Scriprure, or may be proved thereby. She de- 


meth no one the Freedom of thinking of his Re- 


ligion, 


ligion, but wiſhes Men would be more frequent 
and ſerious in it than they generally are; although 
ſhe juſtly looketli with abhorrence upon the Licen- 
tiouſneſs that hath been introduced under a pretence 
of that Liberty. As we therefore are happy in the 
beſt Opportunities, our Endeavours ffiould be an- 
ſwerable; and if we have any Value for our Eſta- 
bliſhment, or Concern for the Peace and Welfare 
of the Publick, we cannot in any better manner 
ſhew it, than by a due regard to the Doctrines and 
Diſcipline of our excellent Church. Were they 
attended to, as they ought to be, we might hope 
to ſee thoſe Heats and Animoſities ceaſe, which 
have been the occaſion of great Diſorders amongſt, 
and Inconveniencies to us: Men would be more 
favourably and charitably diſpoſed towards one 
another, and the Church, as well as the State, 
would be ſerved in reality, not in Pretences only. 
As the Conſtitution of our Church is ſo well 
calculated to preſerve the Peace and good 
Order of Society; I may be allowed to ſay, that 
it merits the Eſtabliſhment we are happy in: And 
as we have a Proteſtant Prince upon the 'Throne, 
and the Proſpect of a long Succeſſion of them; 
we may now pleaſe our ſelves with the Thought 
that it will be ſupported with all irs Legal Rights 
and Privileges, to be the Strength and Bulwark 
of the Reformation. Under the Royal Coun- 
tenance and Supremacy, ſhe will now be able 
to withſtand the Attempt of, as ſhe ever was 
to anſwer the Objections, and maintain her Do- 
ctrines, againſt all her Enemies both at Home 
and Abroad. | c. 
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To conclude ; Is Sin a Reproach, the Cauſe 
of Scandal and Miſchief to a People : It ſhould 
exerciſe; the Zeal and Prudence of every Mem- 
ber of Society to diſcountenance and ſuppreſs 
it, Every one may, and ought to go ſo far 
at leaſt, as by the Regularity of his own Con- 
duct and Example to ſhew his readineſs to a- 
vert the Miſerics that await the Sintulneſs of a 
Nation. It would be well if People would think 
themſelves, - more than they care to do, con- 
cerned, as they certainly are, to prevent the 
Contagion of Sin ſpreading it ſelf amongſt 
Mankind : We might then hope to- ſee Vice 
and Immorality under the Diſcouragements they 
juſtly deſerve. God knows, we are arrived to an 
inſufferable Pitch of Wickedneſs, and are miſerably 
corrupted, not only in Practice but alſo in Princi- 
ple. It is melancholy to think to what Extrava- 
gancies we are got, in horrid Oaths, Imprecati- 
ons, and Curſes, in Prophanation of the Lord's 
Day, Drunkenneſs, and all manner of Debauchery ; 
and what is worſe, we not only fee this dread- 
ful Scene daily acted over in Contempt and 
Defiance of the Laws both of God and Man, 
but alſo have amongſt us but too many, 
who, under a Pretence of Free-thinking, have 
dared to gainſay the very Principles of Religi- 
on, and have taken a great deal of wicked 
Pains to turn the Grace of God into Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs. When the Wicked therefore triumph for 
much, and make ſuch proud Boaſting ; hen 
Religion is turned into Ridicule, and every 
Thing ſerious and good impudently laughed _ 
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of Countenance : Every one ſure will. think, that 
he ought not to ſit patiently down under theſe 
ſad Apprehenſions; but reſolutely interpoſe him- 
ſelf to ſtem the Torrent of that Corruption that 
has already almoſt overwhelmed us, and calleth 
ſo loudly for the divine Vengeance. Under theſe 
unhappy Circumſtances, when the Ears of Peo- 
ple are ſhut-againſt the Voice of the Charmer, charm 
he never ſo wiſely ; what have we to do, but to 
call upon and intreat, to beſeech and conjure, 
all thoſe who are in Authority, if they have 
any regard to the Honour of God, the publick 
Good, or the ſolemn Oath with which they, as 
Magiſtrates, have bound their Conſciences with- 
al; (and T am ſenſible I am ſpeaking to thoſe 
that have) vigorouſly to exert themſelves, and 
by a due Execution of the Laws, to put a ſto 

to the inſolent Wickedneſs that now abound- 
eth. 
We have excellent Laws provided againſt 
Vice, Immorality, and Prophaneneſs; and King 
FVilliam, that great Prince of Glorious Memory, 
piouſly took care to bring under legal Incapa- 
cities and Correction, many © blaſphemous and 


** impious Opinions contrary to the Doctrines 


_ © and Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. By 


the Law J am ſpeaking of, all thoſe are brought 
under Cenſure, © that, having been (educated in, 
or at any time made Profeſſion of the Chri- 
© ſtian Religion within this Realm, ſhall, by 
* foggy Printing, Teaching, or adviſed ſpeak- 
* ing, deny any One of the Perſons in the 


Holy Trinity to be God; or ſhall aſſert or 


* Main- 
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* maintain there are more Gods than One, or 


* ſhall deny the Chriſtian Religion to be true, 


or the Holy Scriptures of the Old or New 
© Teſtament to be of Divine Authority. 

I need ſcarce intimate what occaſion there 
now is to put in Execution Laws that ſo much 
regard the Glory of God : Every good Chri- 
ſtian but too plainly ſeeth and lamenteth the 
Neceſſity of doing it; and will think himſelf 
obliged with earneſtneſs to beg of God, to grant 
unto all that are put in Authority, a Spirit and 
Heart truly and indifferently to miniſter Juſtice, 
ro the puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and 
the Maintenance of true Religion and Virtue. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is 
moſt due, all Honour, Glory, and Praiſe, 
Might, Majeſiy, and Dominion, both now, 
. for evermore. Amen. 


FINIS. 
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